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TRANSCRIPT
[00:00–00:32] [No reliable transcription recovered for this interval.]
[00:32–01:09] Hank Levy (inferred)
Middle 60s in 1965, he was an educator here in Baltimore. And he became friends with Don on the road during the summer session. And Don moved to California. Don moved to California and Glenn went with him. [Glenn Stuart?] was Don's lead trumpet player all the way through from beginning to end. And then one of the closest associations.
[01:09–01:31] Hank Levy (inferred)
[uncertain: Well, Don was with Don's band.] And he called me up one time and he said, you guys are really right along the same road. Did you experiment in the same way and whatnot? Send us a couple of things to see how we can make out.
[01:31–01:35] Sean Fenlon (inferred)
What were you doing at that point? What were you writing at that point?
[01:35–01:40] Hank Levy (inferred)
[Passacaglia and Fugue?] was already written. [Passacaglia and Fugue?] was written in the middle 50s.
[01:43–01:47] Sean Fenlon (inferred)
You had just started with some odd meters? Or you had been doing them for a while?
[01:47–02:15] Hank Levy (inferred)
I was just absolutely beginning with some odd meters. And so I didn't know exactly what he was answering. And Glenn, when we talked on the phone, Glenn said we were doing some odd meters. But I didn't know what that meant either. And so I did just kind of remember what the first, I don't remember what the [uncertain: first piece that I said in my picture].
[02:19–02:47] Hank Levy (inferred)
[uncertain: I was practicing and said, Don, call me.] And we talked, he said, I'm doing some things in 5s and 7s and I want to do them as creatively as possible. And he said, I'm getting a lot of my information by studying at UCLA and we were taking drum lessons with [Harihar Rao, the Indian tabla player?].
[02:48–03:11] Hank Levy (inferred)
And he said, I think we can tie these things together. He said, this is what I'm trying to do. And he said, I'm using what I'm learning with them. And he said, I'm trying to tie those into some pieces, kind of into what to play with jazz. And doing them with these rhythms. And he said, if you want to write with your band, I'd like to see him stretch out on some of those things.
[03:11–03:13] Sean Fenlon (inferred)
That's the first time you talked to Don Ellis?
[03:13–03:16] Hank Levy (inferred)
The first time I talked to Don Ellis and I talked to him.
[03:17–03:46] Hank Levy (inferred)
I told him I said I tried to do a couple of odd units and he remembered that, oh wait for it, I tried to do a tune, just a standard tune. I remember what it was too, C-Plo. And I tried to do C-Plo in five. And I remember standing up in front of the band and not being able to find one, period. I couldn't find it at all. [uncertain: And it's good because the tune's locked on it.]
[03:47–04:09] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
I didn't know, but it took a while. The band couldn't play it. I couldn't play it. It really said you didn't know what we were doing. I mean, it was a complete failure. But when we talked, Don and I talked to him, and we knew each other, and he said, I don't know what to experiment. He said, keep it going and try to do some ideas. He said, I'll tell you, I'll tell you some tapes of our rehearsal.
[04:09–04:11] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
So I'll tell you what we're doing.
[04:11–04:12] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
Keep it together.
[04:12–04:15] Sean Fenlon (inferred)
What was the first music that you heard of Don Ellis?
[04:16–04:22] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
[uncertain: It was a long time for him to recognize if I know what he was doing.]
[04:22–04:26] Sean Fenlon (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
What was your first impressions when you first heard it?
[04:25–04:32] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
When I first heard it, I said, I am a... For myself, I'm a very...
[04:33–04:42] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
...intuitive writer. And Don is just exactly the opposite. And that's when you're unindicated.
[04:43–04:47] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
And Don called me, and he said, back that up, Don, go over here today. If you want to do something,
[04:48–05:13] Hank Levy (inferred)
He said, I want to hear something that I haven't heard before. He said, I'm going to get into big bands. He said, I'm going to be big. That's absolutely not heard of. And I said, well, that's great. Because that got me away from being a player. Thank goodness for him, because that helped. [unclear; repeated model output omitted] 
[04:48–04:49] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
he said, I want to hear something.
[05:15–05:25] Hank Levy (inferred)
And that's good, and that's the type of thing that I had been writing prior to. All I wanted to do was make a sound for an electrician, the orchestra.
[05:25–05:34] Sean Fenlon (inferred)
What was the first piece that you had done for Don that was kind of readily accepted by his band and readily performed?
[05:34–05:48] Hank Levy (inferred)
[uncertain: I think Evo.] The first piece of the audience I wrote for him was [uncertain: Evo, T-G-O-E], meaning in the beginning. And funny thing, that stayed on the...
[05:53–05:55] Sean Fenlon (inferred)
What meter?
[05:55–05:56] Hank Levy (inferred)
[uncertain: 27.]
[05:56–05:58] Sean Fenlon (inferred)
Subdivided?
[05:58–06:02] Hank Levy (inferred)
Yeah. 7. [uncertain: Yeah, 63.]
[06:02–06:18] Sean Fenlon (inferred)
If there's one thing that I've noticed from the early works of Don, particularly with the meter of 7, was that it seemed to be 6 with a hiccup early, and then the later stuff seemed to be more of a 14-8 boom, boom, tick to tick to boom, boom, tick to tick.
[06:19–06:50] Hank Levy (inferred)
[uncertain: And I can ignore what he did.] The first one that I wrote in Seven was a thing called New Kind of Country. And it was supposed to be a country folk kind of thing, even though it was in Seven. And the way it was kind of just one-two, one-two, one-two, one-two, one-two, one-two, one-two, one-two. And when you do that, enough, [uncertain: a little few start that way]. [uncertain: I thought there's something wrong in that you're very country.] And if you want it to swing, what you have to do is take the three count and subdivide it into two.
[06:49–07:02] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
So that you get one, two, one, two, one, and one, two, one, two, one, and one. So that the three count is like a [waltz?], like a [jazz waltz?]. So you got the two, two, and a [jazz waltz?] together.
[07:02–07:08] Sean Fenlon (inferred)
Did you talk to Don about that at all?
[07:08–07:10] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
Oh, we talked to each other about everything, yeah.
[07:10–07:13] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
We talked about everything. He said, I didn't talk to him.
[07:13–07:21] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
I said, well, I found this guy. I'm trying to let me know what you think of it.
[07:23–07:25] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
And he was all...
[07:24–07:53] Hank Levy (inferred)
[uncertain: He was always very, very, he was all the time.] I'm happy to say, but I'm just talking about experimental things like that. It's like somebody comes jumping and you say, what the hell are you doing? I'm ready to go. It was so good. Now, I didn't meet Don or the band until [uncertain: I came to eat on a tour] two years later. It had to be [uncertain: 16, 17, 16, 16], somewhere around there.
[07:54–08:24] Hank Levy (inferred)
He went to Boston for three days. He was on the [uncertain: turn bike] up in Boston. And then he came down, he played three days after the [Thad Jones–Mel Lewis?] at the riverboat. And then he played the last day at the Left Bank Jazz Society here in Baltimore. And Don called me up and he said, meet us up in Boston. Stay with us for a week. And then we would go back to Baltimore and ride with us for a week. We would get back to Baltimore and just stay up and we'd take the chance to go back home. Because it was only a week.
[08:24–08:52] Hank Levy (inferred)
Now the first time I met Don or any guy in the band, I went to the hotel where we were supposed to meet and after they were and somebody said we were rehearsing on the roof. So I went up and they were rehearsing and the band was playing and what not. But [uncertain: I didn't want to stop reading the roof.] I went in the back and I was hiding in the back of the auditorium and they were playing.
[08:52–09:17] Hank Levy (inferred)
All of a sudden [Glenn Stuart?] stood up and said, he's there. He pointed at me. Everybody said, no, no, no. While I went up to say hello to everybody, they were all applauding and clapping and whatnot. Thanks to see you guys here. That kind of thing. And we spent the rest of the week together. And when he came down here, he drove everybody absolutely insane when he was in a concert.
[09:19–09:47] Hank Levy (inferred)
These people were used to listening to big-band jazz all the time because that was a tradition. And all of a sudden, Don came in with this thing and just [uncertain: drove that much of it] because he was so uniquely different. And he was so uniquely charged all the time. [uncertain: He had a speech.] You know, I remember walking into the bathroom and there were [uncertain: two guys who took me into the concrete]. One guy was talking to me and he said, hey, what are you going to do now? And he said, no, no, no.
[09:48–10:15] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
He's just, he can't be, there's no place to go. I don't know. In the meantime, Don, everybody went so absolutely wild. [uncertain: Don came over to the payload], he said, [uncertain: this ain't even riot, is it?] I said, yeah, but he said, we got a few more. Yeah, really wild. But to me, it's seen in a maniac when I wondered, man, he was just wild. He was just wild. He was just a miracle. [uncertain: No product, no post.]
[10:17–10:21] Hank Levy (inferred)
He charged everybody up so much and he charged the band up so much.
[10:21–10:36] Sean Fenlon (inferred)
I mean, early on performance problems, this must have been compounded by these [uncertain: charts and the needles] and everything. What was he doing to be able to get a band together that can play this and keep them together and rehearse them and pay them?
[10:36–10:48] Hank Levy (inferred)
He didn't pay it that much. They went to [uncertain: Boneville], and they would rehearse [uncertain: from 5 to 8 to 7 to 8].
[10:48–11:20] Hank Levy (inferred)
He got an hour for dinner, come back and play from 9 to 10. And then he got paid the door. He divided the door. He looked at his [uncertain: $7 a million and $8 a million]. And he had, at the beginning, he had some of the heaviest guys in this to get them together. Some of the heaviest guys, and most of them said, hey, we're not going to play this far. And most of them walked away. And he got some of the guys who were underneath, you know, the guys who were waiting.
[11:22–11:36] Hank Levy (inferred)
They were good players, but they weren't any of the [uncertain: great ones doing nothing]. Some of the great ones walked away from these teams at the beginning. He said, oh, I haven't started to get these teams together. They thought, and they'd come back to him, you know?
[11:36–11:47] Sean Fenlon (inferred)
Hank, as I take a look at his entire catalog, I see a certain kind of meters that I can categorize. He's got straight-ahead quarter notes, 5-4 straight-ahead, 7-4 straight-ahead.
[11:47–12:15] Sean Fenlon (inferred)
You had subdivided, which is the 14s and the 18s, 19s, whatever. You had the group of the 2s, 3 2s. You have the stratified layers of... You saw those people. He's got a 9 2, a 9 4, and a 9, or 18 8 going on at the same time. And then he's got, how should I say, a compound meter where he would have 3 and 2 thirds, 4.
[12:16–12:19] Hank Levy (inferred)
Yeah, three, two, third, four, it's just like seven.
[12:19–12:34] Sean Fenlon (inferred)
Sure, where I go one and two and one, one and two and three and triple without the X and then go on to the next measure. Was this, can you tell me, was this some sort of progression on how this came about or was it just totally hitting the top?
[12:34–12:44] Hank Levy (inferred)
If you were writing a chart and you wanted to, if you continue to change all the time, it's got to be a little more than a lot in the chart.
[12:44–13:06] Hank Levy (inferred)
So in order to break them in the 90, in order to get a little bit of a boost and lift, we would take a 223 and take it to a 322. And that would just be enough to make, if everybody was comfortable with a 223, just enough to get a bumper and strain a little bit. It was good for the feet. It was tight.
[13:06–13:13] Sean Fenlon (inferred)
Right. I'm talking about over time, over 10 years. Did you see any kind of progression on how one...
[13:14–13:15] Sean Fenlon (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
Would move to the other?
[13:15–13:19] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
You know, what I'd have to do. And that's just what I could have done.
[13:20–13:24] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
That's terrible time learning how to play. And this is nothing to say,
[13:25–13:29] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
nothing to say to the band at 8-9-0. This is hard to do.
[13:30–13:34] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
I mean, it's hard to crawl out of the run of 4-4. And that's what it is.
[13:34–13:40] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
You got to play, if you were a great player, you could play 4-4 like that, and then they
[13:40–13:42] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
would trade in and it was fun.
[13:42–13:43] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
And it was fun.
[13:42–14:11] Hank Levy (inferred)
And it was small. You know, the small race of that play, because he already passed four and he [uncertain: played in five]. It was [uncertain: very, very good about television]. [uncertain: But the 10 man, it took 10.] So what I had to do, because I had to write in five, I had to write in seven. And a couple of teams got a little bit nice. And if they could play in five and seven, [uncertain: they'd get to season three].
[14:13–14:26] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
That was the time where you could check out and do the longer ones. It was a little bit more complex. And that would get into the music thing. That would be marvelous. That's good stuff.
[14:26–14:31] Sean Fenlon (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
Did the addition of [Milcho Leviev?] over King's direction? [uncertain: King's non-direction?]
[14:31–14:41] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
Well, he knew so. He could play on those things. He was part of his life. And he wrote some excellent songs.
[14:42–14:47] Sean Fenlon (inferred)
Did it push Don farther into the higher numerator on the meters?
[14:48–14:48] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
The
[14:50–14:58] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
Bulgarian Volk. It was a Bulgarian folk song. It was a Bulgarian Volk. It was hard to believe.
[14:59–15:01] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
And the guys used to stand up and do a dance for that.
[15:05–15:13] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
We were just breaking ground. You know you could go up and dance. You take five, divide
[15:15–15:18] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
and then you take five, four, and then you...
[15:17–15:50] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
And then you take 5, 8 and divide it into 10. And then you take and go to 16 notes and divide it into [uncertain: 5, 5, 3 to 16 notes]. Somebody said that was 2016 notes.
[15:55–16:25] Hank Levy (inferred)
Five beats to the bar and [uncertain: four six beats to the beat]. And what happened with it was he wanted to really divide that. If he had done it the [Ellis and Levy?] way, he would have not written it in, or I don't know how he wrote it, but he wouldn't have written it in three. He would have written it six times three and two so that the accents would fall where they would fall.
[16:26–16:47] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
And I can hear it. And that's the way the piece works. And if you're down it like [uncertain: 6x3x2], [uncertain: you can't serve it all]. If you try to put that in [uncertain: 5 steps at 4 and 6 feet], you'll see 10.
[16:47–16:54] Sean Fenlon (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
So along with the whole development of compositionally, there was this whole notation issue and performance issue.
[16:54–17:11] [No reliable transcription recovered for this interval.]
[17:11–17:13] Sean Fenlon (inferred)
Did Don talk a lot about that?
[17:13–17:28] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
I didn't get a chance to see him. I really did get a chance to see him. I really went out there and I was good out there when the Kenton clinics went on and I got a chance to see him at rehearsals.
[17:27–17:56] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
I went to the rehearsal and then I went over to the hospital and heard something. The first time in the rehearsal, this guy invited me to the hospital and the guys broke up and he was the guy who was there. What's wrong? [unclear; repeated model output omitted]
[17:55–18:20] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
I'm not sure if I work so. And his wife honed me. But we never got a chance to sit down that scene. We did when he was 60. He came out of the hospital and he had to stay home. And we've come to it now and it was a big deal. And we spent half a night talking about something that big deal.
[18:20–18:27] Sean Fenlon (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
Would you dare to speculate on what direction he would have headed had he stuck around for another time or something?
[18:28–18:50] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
He would try. He had no fear. He would try. He tried quite a few of those things.
[18:55–18:57] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
I'll tell you this.
[19:04–19:30] Speaker uncertain
He said, hey, why don't you just give him a hand on some of the melody things. You like those three other things and then write them across the bar line. It kills what he's doing. He says, they're impossible to count. They're impossible to play. You hear things always lay so well. You hear your melody play, weren't you? At the very beginning, that's one thing I thought about it. And maybe because I'm in here.
[19:30–19:54] Hank Levy (inferred)
I've decided that a tune in five could be in five, and not four plus one could be in five. It could sound like five, and you can't take an old standard and play it five beats to the bar and make it sound like anything good. In the same way, if you're doing something in seven, it shouldn't be eight minus one. It should not be that. [uncertain: The beat should lay in ten.]
[19:56–20:28] Hank Levy (inferred)
And that's what I tried to do in writing. That was part of my style of writing. And most of my things you'll see that [uncertain: had humility]. I didn't try to counteract the two's and three's that were going. In fact, I tried to enhance them. Except once. Except this was really easy. So we're talking about the once. There was a piece that I wrote. Okay, you're going to get crazy. You could take some of these.
[20:34–20:57] Hank Levy (inferred)
And you could take something in a series of 12, for instance, and you could do it any number of ways, and you would find the accents falling in different places. Whoever had whatever, whatever, 3, 3, 2, 2, whatever, the primary note would get an accent, the other one. And you could take 12 and divide it about 42 different ways.
[20:57–21:06] [No reliable transcription recovered for this interval.]
[21:06–21:33] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
I wrote it where each of the drummers had a different time to play them. Each of the bass player had a different time to play them.
[21:38–21:59] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
I have no confidence in this thing. I think it's a good player. Anyway, I've had it in the drawer and I've got, I've never played it. I've never played it. I've ended up in lines and I've only seen a big player. As a matter of fact, I've got a record of it.
[21:59–22:16] [No reliable transcription recovered for this interval.]
[22:16–22:41] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
He's a writer. And the closest thing I heard is that anybody played live time and listen to me. [uncertain: We had a couple of guys from the country today and they were in surfaces together.] And he was trying to get it together and he had a little fun to get it together. And he thought he was going to get Monterey with you. [uncertain: But he's got me happy to take.]
[22:45–23:01] Speaker uncertain [Uncertain wording]
[uncertain: Don Ellis is conscious.] And conscious of the whole form line. That's funny. I don't know. I don't know. He never got any comments or feedback on him yet. I was scared of it. I didn't even want to hear it. I can't remember. Okay, ready.
[23:02–23:30] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
Well that's the final part. The final part is, [uncertain: what are you looking at out there?] I don't know. I can hear that. It's really so strange. I took those things together and I would divide. I would have one drummer play in 5 and 7, the other one play in 7 and 5. You can love what happens in the middle of it.
[23:31–24:00] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
And then you get to have so much confidence in each one of them. And then what you do is the background. And I made a very simple tune. I made a very, uh, blues tune. So, and, and, and what I would do is, [uncertain: if I'd have a cymbals playing background], and they would be playing in two or four. Don, don, don, you know? I'd get it all in the background in the background. It's a crazy one. You know? And then have somebody play the solo [unclear] whatever. You didn't want. And I thought, oh, I'm gonna get it.
[24:01–24:08] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
[uncertain: Don will love you.] He's like, well, let me out.
[24:08–24:15] Sean Fenlon (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
Did you guys ever talk about classical music influences?
[24:15–24:31] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
Don, you know, [uncertain: he was called, he and Neil] and they were very close. And anytime they had a piece to do, it was just a thing called, you know, a studio, [unclear; repeated model output omitted] .
[24:33–25:02] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
I think it has a trumpet part. One of the guys teaches or whatever. He's a good guy. He plays so well in tune. [unclear; repeated model output omitted] He really loves it. [uncertain: He did a lot of those things with his temper.] He loves it. Don likes it.
[25:04–25:09] Speaker uncertain [Uncertain wording]
[uncertain: So we're looking for someone who died, but we don't know if it's a teacher who doesn't provide us.]
[25:09–25:13] Sean Fenlon (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
[uncertain: What would your name as your favorite Don Ellis composition?]
[25:13–25:21] Hank Levy (inferred) [Uncertain wording]
The first thing that he's doing is that when he came and he called me.
[25:21–36:25] [No reliable dialogue recovered from the remaining low-signal audio. This interval is not certified silent.]




